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169 Homeless people died on the sireets of San Francisco in 1999. The Faithful Fools and others Photo by: lydia Qons
joined Rev. Glenda Hope on December 21st, in front of SF City Hall in a memorial service 1o Assaciate pholo @ FF Ministry
honor the lives of those who died:
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Rev. ch jorgesen and Sr. Carmen Bcrsd\/

Who Are The Faithful Fools?

Faithtul Fools2 Who are these fools on the
streets of San Francisco? On your way to work you may
notice them sfopping fo visit with a panhandler, walking
arm in arm with a homeless elderly woman, or sitting on
the curb with a drugged out kid. There is no one lower
than the fool. lis all up from there, leveling us all fo an
equal playing field. As you pass city hall on your
Greylines four bus you may spot them demonsirating and
leading a prayer service while advocating for housing
rights or a living wage. The frickster, the fool “embodies
and enacts that large portion of our experience where
good and evil are hopelessly intertwined. They are “the
authors of the great distance between heaven and
earth.” Midday they may be guarding someone's piled
high shopping cart while a hungry street person moves
through the food line at Glide Memorial Soup Kitchen.
As you sip a latte in your favorite coffee hang-out, you
might get to hold one of the babies they waich to give
stressed-out young mothers a break or play with children
while another fool counsels a parent.  You may hear
they have just performed a wedding ceremony in the city
jail while later picking up donated ice-cream cakes from
Ben and Jerry's for the Homeless Welcome Center. They
may stand before you as you are seated in pew or meet-

and

ing house s 1o the econo

flies of poverty vs. abundance, urging your conscious-
ness and generosity fo rise up and follow. On some
Saturdays, if you know someone who "knows", you
could join them in a circle of lawyers, students, teach-
ers, mechanics, clergy and many other “types” for a
Street Refreat, sharing their interests, anxieties and pre-
‘conceptions as they prepare for a day on the sireets on
their own. From poor fo not so-poor and back.  "The
best way fo describe the trickster is to say simply, that
the boundary is where he will be found. Sometimes
drawing the line, sometimes crossing i, somelimes
erasing or moving it—but always there.” The words of
lewis Hyde from Trickster Makes This World  arficulaie
the way of of the world and the way of our work in the
world:

The two original Fools, Rev. Kay Jorgensen and
St. Carmen Barsody are familiar with the life of the fool
in ofher confexis.  Kay performed as a mime and
clown in The Street Circus , a company that brought
theater to the streets in Minnesota.  and Carmen as @
Franciscan sister working in the spirit of St. Francis on the
sfreets of a barrio in Nicaragua. We quote Rainer
Maria Rilke in our brochure as it speaks both fo the
necessity and difficulty of crossing the threshold of anoth-
er's existence with love. “For one human being fo love
another human being: thot is perhaps the most difficult
task that has been entrusted to us, the ulimate task, the
final test and proof, the work for which all other work is
merely preparation.”
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Susan Knutson, OSF
Faithful Fool

Hi, My name is Susan Knutson. | om a Faithful
Fool and a Franciscan Sister of Litlle Falls, MNL. My back-
ground is healthcare, both in nursing and administration.

| came to Berkeley, CA ten years ago to work with
a spiritual teacher and | continue to do so. In the Fall of
1998 | made a sireet retreat with Carmen and Kay in the
Tenderloin District of San Francisco. That experience
began my transformation toward being a presence on the
sireets of San Francisco. The lines of separation between
myself and those who live on the streets began to blur and
eventually began to disappear.  The streets of San
Francisco and those who live on them, which once looked
ugly and dirty, now became a place I felt welcomed and
at home in.

Since February of 1999 | have been spending
fime at a hospitality center for homeless people, hosted by
the Presbyterian Church in San Francisco. As my relation-
ship with those who live on the sireets grew, so did my
desire to spend more fime on the streets. So, in July of
. - - | 1999 | was formally invested as a Faithful Fool. I'm also
a member of the Fools of the Round Table(Board of
Trustees) of the Faithful Fools. | also am present at and
participate in the sireet refreats we do as well as spend
Fridays in the Haight/Ashbury district in San Francisco.

Dream Team: Quentin Olwell, Carmen Barsody, Yielbonzie
Johnson, Carleton Smith; Diane Sherman; Susan Knutson; -Alex
Mercedes, Joanne Klinnert, Jody Shipley, Karen Day;

Kay Jorgensen




Kay Jorgensen and jamilich, 1999

Street Retreats: What Are They About?

Day long street refreats are a primary element of

the minisiry of the Faithful Fools. Since July of 1998
more than 200 people have joined us for street refreats.
They have come from as close as the Bay Area and as
far as Idaho, Boston and Chicago.

There is a cerfain innocence or place of not
knowing that we carry with us into the streels, but it is
out of that place of notknowing that we have the possi-
bility fo discover what is there for us to know, and o, as
we say in our mission statement, "discover on the streets
our common humanily”. Myths get shattered. Our own
stories get revealed to us. VWe begin to see the light,
courage, strength and creativity in the people we
encounter. "

The day begins as the group is gathered with
song and reflective readings. After a fime of introducing
ourselves, sharing what has brought each one to the
retreat and the hopes and expectations that each one
brings, an orientation fo the layout of the day is given
and then we sef out info the streets for a number of
hours.  Adults go by themselves and youth are shad-
owed by an adult who previously has made a refreat.
There is nothing that anyone must or should do except -
trust that they will be led to that which is theirs to
encounter in the day. In the late afternoon we retumn to
share our experiences and close with a soup and bread

supper, and if we're lucky a little wine and chocolote:

While moving through the day people are asked
fo walk with a consciousness fo that which  arises from
within them - attitudes, judgments, fears, assumptions,
efc.- about who is in the streels and why some people
are homeless, especially af a time when we are being
told that this is an era of great prosperity in the U.S.
What is it we see and hear and feel as we have conver-
sations with individuals, walk through the streets, sit on @
bench in the U.N. Plaza, or in a droprin cenfer, stand in
a food line waiting for a meal, become tired or have to
go fo the bathroom and confront signs that say, "rest
rooms for customers only', or "no loitering'2

We share the richness of the experience as it is
reflected through  the voices of some of those who have
gone info the streets with us.

'Howe This is the question which is popping up
in my head. How can we ignore this2 | was sitting
there in the U.N. Plaza watching people avert their
eyes. VWhat are they afraid of2 Are they scared they
will see themselves@ | am one of those who turns my
head. | am guilty of the same thing. What are they
missing because they turn their heads. They avoid the
pain but they miss out on the beauly, humanity and life
which is there as loud as loud can be. Who are we
protecting? VWhen will we reclize they are beautifule

o o




Caesar knew that it was my first fime out there
[t least with the ‘mission’ | had]. He stopped his friends
from talking about the bod, depressing parts of life. he
wanted me fo see ihe beauly. He wasnt * homeless'.
He had a home, 'the earth is my home.' Hey!ll That's
my answer! The earth is my home! How can the earth -
be both our homes and at the same time he be consid-
ered lower than me and "homeless’® We are both
housed under God's roof and enjoy God's beautiful
world.  WOWI! That means Caesar and | are the

same.  We are one. We are beautiful " !

"The experience of foday that touched me most
deeply was the sense of community | saw. How we in
our church, work place, schools, efc. fry so hard to cre-
afe a ‘community’ and today [ found with the homeless
men and women all the signs of a ‘community’. | felt
welcomed, included, heard, warmth, laughter. heloful
ness in every way. | entered a siranger and left feeling
a part of a fofally avthentic moment of real deep commu-
nify. My sense was of being blessed in many ways. |
carry this moment deep within me as | leave here today,
my deep gratitude for this day."

"The day began with trepidation — what would |
encounter on the streefs? | walked down the UN Plaza
and was somewhat taken back by the situation.  VWhere
would | beging How could | help? Anger arose — how
could this situation exist, and just a few feet from City
Halle How can we just walk by@ And it occurs to me,
that is what we do - we just walk by, perhaps over-
whelmed by the situation, our feeling of helplessness,
afraid to look at what is friggered by this supposedly less
than pretfy sight. But that is it — on the surface or first
glance ~ it is just an unpleasant sight. But confact with
the people in this situation changes everything.

Suddenly they are no longer objects o be ignored but
human beings with stories, pain, humor, struggles - just
like me. Its really not very much different. The homeless
represent deep seated fears we all have.

For me there was difficully af times. | kept feeling
an urge to change the situation. | felt the weight of the sto-
ries at fimes.  But | also saw the lightness, the humor, the
camaraderie. | was moved by the sense of community
and the openness. At all times | felt welcomed in this cir
cle. Atall times. And that is amazing to me?

Oscard




VWhen | first became aware of the Faithful Fools |
was delighted fo become involved with homeless people
on the street. Again! | say again because back in
Massachusetts | had been very supporfive of women in
my communify who were beginning to bring an aware-
ness to many others of the needs in our local community,
fo make known what was happening fo families, men
and women living on the streets. | was able fo help
bring about a whole series of services, especially health
services that provided care where the people were, and
a network of dociors; nurses and other health profession-
als who eagerly joined us fo help in this area.  Sheliers
for men and women were established in many locations;
food disiribution centers and places where meals were
served became needed and come into being as well as
houses where people who were transitioning from living
on the street would live while beginning to enter the vari-
ous jobs available and many other services that were
more critical for people.

Many people joined us and did fundraising;
organizing, meeting with people wherever they were on
the street.  Many, many other programs were begun.

When | became involved with Kay and Carmen,
and later Susan, | thought | was ready fo move right
along. The first thing | was asked to do was take part in
a sfreet retreat.  That changed my beliefs and life in
many ways. | thought | knew so much. My first retreat
opened up my awareness. Even though | had been so
much a part of my Massachusetts experience, | had
never, not even once, gone out on the street and experi-
enced what people really face. That sounds simple but
it was a profound leaming for me and has changed for-
ever the beliefs | had and opened me to another world.

At present | am entrusted with the being with the
older people who gather at droprin centers, out on the
street, in hotels and wherever | can encounter them.
Another Faithful Fool, Kaye Carlson, has experienced the
same desire so we shall begin our days together spend-
ing fime in these places and being a presence to
whomever we meet.




There’s a Place for Us

leonard Bernsiein’s musical West Side Story,

reminds Us of the need for o place and fime to live out
one's dream. The Fools are in the process of seeking
funds to buy a building and copy business at 230/34
Hyde Street in the Tenderloin. Though we could contin-
ue fo carry out our work without a space, there are fac-
tors about having one that would make a significant dif
ference to the quality and expansion of whai we do.

The copy business would be extended to include
job training with computers and general work skills need-
ed for employment or fo run a business.

The building would also provide space for arts
of many forms to be pursued. VWorking with us would
be Martha Boesing, playwright, actor, and director
doing improvisational theater; Diane Sherman, graphic
artist, dancer, poet, muralist:  Alex Mercedes, pianist,
vocalist, composer and others.  Bringing homed and
homeless people fogether to make masks, do Authentic
Movement, tell Tales and through many forms create
together an atmosphere of beauty and peace while reflect
ing on the meaning of our lives in the midst of a great deal
of viclence and suffering.

A Space also provides opportunity for gathering
groups of various kinds: Street Refreats, workshops, con-
ferences, performances, reflection groups that include the
people whom we accompany on the streets, the Faithful
Fools, and our board, the Fools of the Round Table.

I would become our adminisirative
place for small services and rituals . People
poverty are often in need of a ministerial presence for

ving in

such ritesofpassages as weddings, namings and memo-

rial services. We could provide o safe and comfortable
place for these fo occur. We could also provide hospi-
tality for visiting groups who come to do street retreats.

At this time we are exploring with our various
communities the possibilities for raising funds and a capi-
tal fund drive is forthcoming for the purchase of the
Hyde Street building.

In the meantime there are ongoing costs of the
minisiry such as phones and beepers to stay in touch
with people, sforage space for clothes elc. our Public
Mail Box, emergency housing funds, food and medical
needs of those we walk with as well as travel costs,
mailings and fundraising efforts. e thank you for your
support up fo now that has given us the means to carry
out this minisiry. As the ministry grows so does the need
for your continued support.  Unfil our non-profit siatus is
established please make checks out to the First Unitarian
Universalist Church of San Francisco.

$850,000 would allow us to buy the building, do minor yet
necessary remodeling, and esfablish the jobrtraining program.

000

$100

8,500 people give

PEINNIES
ful Fools to have a
mes a reality!
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Faitblul Fools Shest Misistny

Rev. Kay Jorgensen, Sr. Carmen Barsody, OSF
234 Hyde Street

San Francisco, CA 94102-3324

e-mail: faithfulfools@value.net

Web - www faithfulfools org




