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kay are you my molhier?  three year old Odin asked ol week when

We wete caring for hi and his younger brother
Odin s guestion made me think of Mama.

Mama, (Lula Bell Seymour) who lived in her car in front of our building,
died on August 21st. She was mama fo every one of us who walked by
each day as she sat in her van selling her wares on the sidewalk. She d

read the scriptures and pray with us or for us when we needed it, or
when she felt we needed it. She brought comfort to us at night knowing
she was keeping waich. When Mama would speak we all would listen.
When Mama would pray we all would listen. When Mama would tell the
truths of what was happening in our world that the threat of terrorism
was not something new as every day was a fterror for her we all would
listen. When Mama would tell us there would be conseguences for our
actions harming ourselves or another we all would listen

Like lillle Odin, we all long for Mama Every mother, father and child
longs for Mama, thal presence that speaks with an inner authority that
brings comfort rather than resistance. The embrace is so large it
inciudes everybody. She blesses us when we go and she gives
thanks when we return.

The day before Mama died she asked us to go with her fo pray over her
son who was in a hospital in Santa Rosa on a life support system. On
the way home she told us stories of her own life. She told us how her

faith carried her through the horror of losing her three youngest children

when someone deliberately set fire fo her house in the early 60s in

Florida. She told us how she would reprimand the police who would tell

her she needed (o move when there was no where for her to go. We felt

our own courage and determination for life increase as we listened. We
did not know it would be our last time fo be with her.

Odin s question to Kay, Are you my mother, resounded in the wake of

Mama s death. Yes and no, answers Kay. She is not his mother but

she is his Mama. The commitment and strength of Kay s embrace is
as clear to Odin as Mama s was o us.

We parked Mama s van in our parking space where people could pass
by and remember her. It brought comfort to all of us in the neighborhood
who weren t ready for her to go. We all now are challenged fo be each
other s Mama, to care for and comfort each other. As Faithful Fools we
are called to carry on Mama s presence at the corner of Hyde and Turk.
We will do so in her name.

Carmen Barsody




Mama

Thenevs ol hana s dea b instanlly changed e on cur corer Peanle and Things ool broken

heatts, Mame s van e are norial Wilhoul nolice, our personal lives and the beliel syslens e hold s
together get smashed and shaltered We relied on Mama fo keep us related to each other While the
powers of privilege worked to separate us, Mama with her tuth-telling personal aulhorily kept weaving us
into community, like it or not! Al the time of our open house, two and a hall years ago, she was doing
what she did everyday, sweeping and cleaning up trash on the sireet. | was grateful and told her so. She
waved her broom back at me and retorted, You can just find yourself 2 broom and help out.

Recently, in agitation, she called me over. Come here a minuie, Sugar, and look at this letter | got in my
mailbox from the wite of the President of the Liniled Siates. Can vou believe this/She wanis me (o con-
tribute some money in order to protect this country from lerrorisis! She ought 1o be ashamed o ask us

poor folks, while and black alike 1o give money when we dont have enough o lve on. They can jusl led
those terrorists come, dont bother me none. | i used (o lerror every day. She oughl o be ashamed!

She was homeless, black, 71 yvears of age and sullered froin acuie esthina. She worked for years at
Children s Hospilal while raising two sons. Four vears ago the rented house in which she ived waos sold
sending her {o the slieeis becalce she lacked the resources o the present economy, o tenl again. She
moved into her van, Aller ihe memorial service we held for her al the Fool s Courl we found in her ihings
an application for Sec. 8 housing She had received a nolice fron the Housing Adthority lelling her o
atlend an informaiional meeting whete shie was 1o come 5 minutes early, prepare o stay wo hours end
We ask that your friends, children and/or additional family members remain at home. Remain where/

She s gone. There is one less homeless person to nidicule or throw away. [he comer feels
lonely, and broken now. As Mama lived justly, we Fools seek to act justly in the world. We
close the chasms that separate us, at the peril of our own comfott and the recognition of
suffering. As we walk with each other pasl her parking spot and the curb where she sol;
we will be reminded of the lessons we learned from our wise leacher, Mama. Praise {

Ray Jorge
ey in the world, we
sieed lo know how the world
works. We need a better grasp of

ure of class,

need to kuow how these systems
mediate social iuteractions. Only

then can we evaluate them in

a%%iﬁmfy @@%Ey the

in a position te fwm

—Mary E. Hobgoaod




Mebitation

The Coutt ol the Faithiul Fools stands in the cenler of Sap
Franciseco surrounded by poverly and wealth in close proximity.
Its purple fa ade, graced with grapes and vines, looks over Hyde
Street, a busy one-way thoroughfare that leads to major high-
ways. Inside the Court, a few feet from the busltling sidewalk is
a beautiful, peaceful cave-like room. On Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday and Friday mornings between nine and ten o clock,
people from many walks and stations in life sit fogether in quiet
meditation, sharing a sliliness before the day breaks out with
fresh energy towards work to be done. You are invited 1o join us.

ACTION

Leaving the guiel room benind, we climb (o the second floor 1o be greeled by the
aroma of cofiee and a colorful bright ambience in the large front room. We gather
there to greel one another and preview the day. The agenda might include 2
need for one of us to companion someone o a clinic or social service appoint-
ment. The Up On Top Alter- School Program may need us to run fo the Food
Bank for hearly snacks for exira-hungry children. Our Faithful Fools Copy Shop
could need hands fo fold and stuff an order It is eleciion lime and we need to
research and formulate our stands on the issues and candidates that will effect
the life of our neighborhood. Thal stand may lead us fo a demonstration or vigil in
front of city hall. There is always soup that needs to be made for our regular
Street Retreats, or just a sandwich for someone who has come to the door for
food. The phones and doorbell need answering; thank-you notes to our generous
supporters need fo be written; walls need {o be painted: wires strung or furniture
oved. The tasks are endless and nergy and willingness of Fools wh
spend time in meditation, ection on all that work.

REFLECTION

.at 1:00 p.m. fo a short medi-
our experiences. We look atl
ht us to new insights in our
greater awareness of who
the midst of our actions. It
epens our understanding.




ABUNDANCE?
One day during rellection the guestion was asked, Whal s abundance ¢

Aresponise was given by Kay. ‘It bussis every container, spills over. It is its own source and flows freely. Uless it's
not really wanted, of course. What an idea that we might not want too much of something — Too much money? Too
much energy? Too much health? What is sharing too much? I share a lot in the abundance of others. But the fullness of
spirit and the beneficence of overflowing love is never too much or never enough.”’

In the Spirit of Abundance!

We ask you to join us in the spirit of abundance to consider making an annual pledge of financial support
to the Faithiul Fools. When Mama died, the Faithful Fools was the family that made arrangements for the
body and held the memorial service. When Karina got out of jail we provided the funds for herto be in 2
hotel where she could be safe and clean while looking for work and longer term housing. The Fools Court
is a place where many people find safety and compassion. We received a nole with a donation this week
that said, "Here's some money fo apply (o your debs reduction program on the building The best way you can serve the
weigitborhiood is to BE THERE for a lone time!” Your monthly pledge, whalever the amount, provides us with
the resources needed to be here and do the work of building relationships, envisioning routes to social
change and actively working with others fo make it so.

The Fajtniul Fools

IN GraTITUDE,
WE TIP OUR HAT TO: Tenderioin

Neighborhood Development Corporation
(TNDC) for making it possible to improve
the fa ade of our building into beautiful
shades of purple, with great new win-
dows and doors, and banners announc-
ing our presence; Catholic Health
Initialives (CHI) for a generous two-year
grant to develop our ministry in the
Tenderloin; The Greenville Foundation
for a grant in support of our ministry of
accompaniment and making it possible
to offer stipends to inlerns; Elan
Foundation and Society for Community
Work (SCW) for grants which support
our daily ministry; and to all of you in
your faithful contributions which make it
possible for us to be here.




CHIAPAS PracE House Projecot

The mission of the Faithiil Fools encompasses boih local
and global realities. Colin Bossen and Roxanne Ukahr
Rivas have joined sfforts {o open a Peace House in
Chidpas. The Peace House is a response fo the leaders
of indigenous communities that have called upon the
international community to monitor human rights abuse
and hold the Mexican government accountable to their
demand for land reform, better housing, adequate food,
educalion, deniocralic elections and sceess o safe drink-
ing water We go tc bear withess.

if you are Inferested in knowing more about the Peace
House Project, contact Colin Bossen by e-mail at
cbossen@mindspring com.

zm@fﬁgﬁmé cnce, as g%é«@fmfé} social beinos os
members of one body... Perhaps most important
of all, solidavity and alliance building provide
the means for vs to recover our fundamental
humanity. Onr very humaniey is at stake when
we see how prol a;szmggfy damaced we are by

NICARAGUA

Nicaragua is embraced from east to wes! by
the Pacific and Allantic oceans. Its rivers,
lakes, land and people struggle for life and
dignity with a passion as intense as the fires
that burn deep inside the volcanoes which
make a corridor from north fo south.

Kay and Carmen spent the month of July in

Nicaragua in preparation for taking a group

of faithful fools in 2003. Those who will go

are part cipants fr e 4-day sireel retreat
yith Nicaraguan




THEAT
| teiember niy energy and excitement on the first evening joining
four others in the UN Plaza to eat soup that was delicious and
warming in the cold air walking over to look for Bonnie and Kevin
at the transbay terminal and finally setiling to sleep on the street. To
feel cold and safe and uncomfortable and yet to be able to sleep
to appreciate Bonnie and Kevin s proximity. | became aware that to
have companions on the street is 3 necessity to survive and give
some meaning to my existence. Susan Knutson, OSF

We invite people who have made a one day street refreat fo join us for a four day retreat from April
13th 16th, 2003 (In the Christian calendar this is during Holy Week.) If you are interested in knowing
more about the 4-day refreat please cali us al 415-474-0508.

oue human being WIINESS
_ The Witness is a preamble to undersianding the meaning of accom-
paniment A glimmer of the real experience of knowing another
being moved by another

Based on the Ten Ox-herding pictures of Zen Buddhist teachings,
The Wilness follows the journey of a young woman onto the streets,
who comes {o understand that she must look at the assumptions of
her own mind before she can enter whole-heartedly into the
community of all living beings.

the most difficult task
at has been entrusted

fo us, the ultimate

task, the final test and This 50-mi{1ute, one woman play can be perform'ed almost
| anywhere. in your home, church, school or meeting hall. All
, the work for = performances are followed by a discussion led by a member of the
. __ Faithful Fools Street Ministry.

other work is
_ Look for upcoming performances on our web page at www faithful-
mevely Ppreparation.’ fools.org. If you are interested in having the play performed in Vour
‘ . church or school or at a gathering of friends, please call Martha
Rainer Mavie Rilke Boesing at 510-530-6188 or The Faithful Fools at 415-474-0508.

STREET
RETREATS
2003
June 14
July 19
August 16
September 27
October 25
November 22

December 13




Desion and layout by Diane Sher

www dianeshermangraphics con

200/ 734 Hyae Slieed
San Frapclsee LB O 0304
v faiihiultools org

WAYS 10O PARTICIPATE IN THE VISION AND WORK

We belleve thel the human and financial resources are abundant and we nvite vou (o be wilh Us [n our vision and
wotk, Hioh Priority need s o pay a 3154 000 on the Fools Court a place of safely, compassion and healing for
many peonle near and far Crucial Is the need 1o funds Tor ennergency food, sheller and rent supplement,

Direct Donations: Dobations can be made by check o credil card. They can also be made through Pay Pal al
www lzithiulfools org.

Stoclk: O ol stock can be made by calling Andon Jungher al 510799 114

Beguests: Name Failhiul Fools Strest Ministry as a beneficiary of your estate in vour will or trust. Call Julia
Wald 1P 2l 4154827555 ,,

Coby Shop: Brlng vour copy, design and layout business 1o the Failhiful Fools Copy Bhop., We also bind, 1ax,
prinl, cul sleple end more, Coll Saleem al 41567 34567

Streel HRewreal: Come on o slieeletreal. For information on upcoming dates call the Fools at 415.474-0508.

Volunteer Fool: There is always something to do, people 10 be with and streels o walk. Be 2 tulor st the Up O
Top Alter-School Program: Companion peoble fo appointments; Join us for meditation in the momings, work with
Saleem in he copy shop: serve and visit with people at the VWelcome Center on Tuesday and Thursday afternoons.
Give us a call al 415-474-0508,

Thrilt Store ltems: Used clothing and household Hems can be faken to the Community Thiift Sfore at 625
Valencia in San Francisco s Mission District. Designate Faithful Fools (Agency #204) and we will recelve part of the
proceeds. Call them at 415-861-4910.

Recyele Cartridges: From your woik place, home, tamily and friends collect emply laser, inkjet and fax car-

tridges and bring them to the Fools Court at 230 Hyde Sireet or contact Michael Dean al 650-755-9420 or
sfomike@pacbellnet 1o pick up a large guantity

1LET PENNIES FIND AND INSPIRE YOU!




